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AND HOW IT EMBRACES BANACONDA FEMINISM
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So, hiphop feminism vs anaconda Hiphop feminism is against respectabiity politics, consists of *rachet respectability”,
feminism. What even is the difference in embraces “gray” areas. It challenges patriarchy, homophobia, and misogyny. it is an
their goals? expression of self, sexuality, and centers black femninity.

Aria Halliday argues that Nicki Minaj's *Anaconda” encourages sexual agency for Black
girls through providing a “pinkprint” for finding acceptance and pleasure in Black wom-
en's bodies specifically. Halliday also contends that Minaj's provides a platform for finding

| would argue that the
“WAP™ music video,
from rappers Meghan

pleasure in one’s sexual experiences through her display of sexuality. Also, Halliday Thee Stallion and Cardi
2 w jonda feminism’” provides Black geis away o envision: B, embodies this
AT 5= pCINds -

form of intersectional
femnism that Minaj has
concepiualized

)

Minisj conceplualizes a feminigminal’y
andshe is unafraid to crtiquelIERY:
' 3 fully human that is, p IS

To begin, women of color’s bodies are embraced | | gecondly is the focus on female sexual | | Thirdly, the video challenges gendered
'ma:n“:; mm"m mmfy? pleasure which corresponds with power structures through imagery,
[ Soushout and destiamati ""abf % anaconda feminism. dance, and the exclusion of men.

women's bodies.




Right from the start, there is a clear embrace for the female body, as shown by the first
shot of the fountain outside of the mansion.

The shot following shows a booty and
bust on the walls, gong along with
the theme of displaying physical aseets.

Anaconda feminism challenges Cardi B and Meg the Stallion are
hegemonic body standards placed on confident in showing off

women of color in particular. The video thewr curvy figures. It encourages
celebrates larger body proportions and an inclusion of all body types in
Black women's bodies in hiphop (72). the music industry. It also conveys
them displaying their bodies of
their own choosing, rather than fo
pleass anyone else.

The video's other theme of cexual autonomy is set into full affect with the rappers m a pt
with snakes. The innuendo is the same as Minaj's use of the term anaconda.

A series of WAP's costumes and shots
feature animals/animal prints. This is to
portray sex as a natural, more primative
endevour where the rappers explict lyrics
state what they want to do and done to




Just ke Minaj’s *Anaconda”, “WAP" promotes the idea that Black women can control However, the inclusion of fur prints may

who watches, comments on, and penetrates their bodies (73). aleo be 1o push back against problematic
representations of histarically comparing
people of color to animals.

The last point is how it
challenges patriarchal values
by using a female centric
perspective and defying sexist
expectations. | contend that
the video uses of dance and
an all female cast to create a
space of inclusion and sexual
expression. it brings wreck to
the idea that Black women’s
sexuality is only important in
the context of Black men’s
sexual desires (73). The video
gives black women the
freedom to broaden
conversations about sexual
pleasure for themselves.




“WAP"s visuals help bring ifs message to the surface. | | By celebrating larger proportioned women, it challenges the imaginative

space that constrains their bodies. Popular culture is actively afffecting
the way women view themselves, especially black women, and itis
positive to see different representations rappers ke Cardi B and Meghan
Thee Stallion in the media.

Popular culture also helps women build
an understanding of sex and their own
sexuality. The video's posdive sexual
message and images help women

understand sex as a natural urge.

Having only women in the video also bri-
ngs a message of female empowerment.

Ultimately, the “WAP" music video acts as a counterhegemonic response 1o larger
cultural issues regarding the stigma around black female bodies and sexuality.




